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As you prepare to write the outline and draft of your 3rd paper, you need to make sure you have the content for the body of the essay, and that your position/stance is clear for your thesis.  If you follow the steps below, you can be sure that you are considering all necessary components for the paper.  I will be showing you these steps using the online degree articles you read.  You can apply these steps to whatever set of essays you choose for your paper.
1) You should generate a list of main points in each article.  After you have generated each list, it may be helpful to read through them until you come across a common idea spoken about in both pieces.  Visually, it may make sense for you to create a table to show how the ideas contrast.  See the example below:
	Points of Contrast
	“Point: Online Degree Programs Offer a   Competitive Edge”
 
	 “Counterpoint: Online Degree Programs   are Inferior to Traditional Forms of Higher Education.”
 

	Credibility
	“Many   critics of online degree programs have questioned the quality of the   education from online degree programs. However, elite universities, including   Stanford University, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, and Duke   University, have begun to offer online degree programs.”
	‘…employers   generally view degrees from schools specializing in online degree programs   with suspicion. Some employers even specify in their employment listings that   they are not interested in graduates from specific institutions that   specialize in online degree programs… Some online degree programs warrant   suspicion from potential employers because they are nothing more than degree   mills. Degree mills, offer individuals the opportunity to purchase degrees   rather than earn them.” 

	Resources available to   students
	“These   programs also provide students with the same facilities and resources as a   full-time, campus-based student, including 24/7 support from a virtual   library staff.
	“Professors in traditional college settings are   expected to appear before their students during regularly scheduled classes,   direct classroom discussions, grade papers, and hold office hours. However,   in the environment of online learning, class sizes can become quite large and   instructors can be easily overwhelmed by the number of students who require   personalized feedback”

	Online learning   environment
	“Online   degree programs allow students to continue to work full time in order to gain   valuable, hands-on experience, while also allowing them to attend classes   from anywhere in the world. Working adults can continue at their jobs and   still devote the needed time to their families while earning a degree online.”
	“In addition, distractions around the study environment   can also be a factor. One of the benefits of classroom instruction is that it   is physically removed from the demands of the home. Students participating in   online learning may have difficulty carving out both the time and the space   to study. This carving may consist of competing with others for use of a   computer and finding time to focus on coursework in the midst of a busy   household.”


2)  Next, you want to decide which authors you support.  You do not have to be in full agreement with the authors on all of the points made, but you want to choose which one was more convincing to you.  Who made the stronger argument?  Who had more convincing evidence?  When you decide, you will want to create a thesis statement.  The examples below present thesis statements of concession- verifying a truth about a subject but still stating why the reader should favor the position- and contrast-showing difference between the two points of view.  Some examples of subordinating conjunctions to use when creating sentences of concession are as follows: although, even though and though.  Some examples for subordinating conjunctions to use when creating sentences of contrast are as follows: while, whereas, or unlike.  Depending upon your beliefs, either presentation is acceptable, as long as your opinion is clearly stated.
Concession- In favor of - Although Tucker and Cook make a compelling argument in favor of online course instruction, Chittom and McMahon offer a more realistic view when questioning the credibility of these programs.
Contrast- In favor of - Unlike Chittom and McMahon who do not consider the argument for the need for affordable and flexible degree programs, Tucker and Cook make a stronger argument that a population seeking these types of degree programs exist on a large scale.
3) Create your outline to help define the organizational structure for the paper.  This will help you to decide which points you want to address and where to address each in the essay.    Use the template provided in the 3rd paper assignment as a guideline to writing your outline.
4) When you decide which authors make the better argument, be sure to emphasize your position in the topic sentence as you contrast each point.  When you use a subordinating conjunction in a sentence, the clause that follows the conjunction is deemphasized or unstressed.  See the example below for further explanation.
Example-emphasis on second clause of sentence: Although Tucker and Cook make a compelling argument in favor of online course instruction, Chittom and McMahon offer a more realistic view when questioning the credibility of these programs.
You will notice the conjunction "although" begins the phrase and position I do not want to emphasize.  I am making a concession to some of Tucker and Cook’s argument, but I am emphasizing and in stronger agreement with Chittom and McMahon’s point 
5) Finally, include specific quotes from both essays that demonstrate the authors’ perspective on the contrast point.  If you refer back to the first page of this handout, I created a table with quotes from the authors to represent their viewpoints for each topic of contrast discussed.  I would introduce these quotes within the paragraph and follow each with commentary and additional examples to reinforce my topic sentence.  Once that paragraph is completed, I can begin to think of a new transition sentence to demonstrate my next point of contrast.
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